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PierceOnLine Debuts

PierceOnLine, the redesigned web page for distance education at Pierce,
made its debut last week. The web page enables first-time and returning
Pierce students to enroll in and complete online courses, contact important
college offices, and access the wide array services available to students at
the college. Also included are tutorials on topics such as creating an
account, logging into your online course, and deciding if an online course is
right for you.

A resource-rich section of the PierceOnLine web page provides Pierce
faculty with information on distance education, resources for effective online
course development, and articles discussing distance education. Soon to be
added features include PierceOnLineTV which will feature video interviews
with Pierce’s online community of students and faculty, animated avatars to
provide verbal assistance to students, and features and resources about
student life during and after college. To access the portal, go to
http://online.piercecollege.edu.

Drag and Drop in Moodle

A feature in Moodle that we recently enabled is the ability to move items
and sections using drag and drop. It works best if you are using Firefox
and doesn’t work at all if you are using Safari. This feature works most of
the time when using Internet Explorer. If you encounter problems, contact
the PierceOnLine office and we will help you with this feature.

To use “drag and drop”, turn editing on. You will notice the “drag and drop”
icon next to the topic/week and also next to individual items within the
topic/week. Simply click on the icon and drag the item to where you want
to move it.

Online Education Opportunities Grow

More and more colleges and universities are offering online degree
programs. Stuart Elliott in The New York Times (January 12, 2009) reported
that one estimate is there were almost 4 million students enrolled in online
education in 2008. He went on to say that in order to attract the growing
market of online students, many colleges and universities are targeting
potential students with innovative ad campaigns.

One ad states: “It's time to rewrite the rules of education,” ... with “new
technology. And new ideas. So that everyone with talent — regardless of
age, geography or circumstance — can nurture it.”

As the number of online students increase and the demand for more online
course offerings, Pierce is steadily adding more online courses to its sched-
ule of classes each semester. Those faculty interested in teaching online
should plan on attending the Introduction to Moodle workshop that will be
offered Thursday, February 12 at 2:00 and then repeated on Wednesday,
February 18 at 11:00 in the Faculty Staff Resource Center. Those interested
in attending a workshop or to arrange for a one-on-one session, please
contact Cynthia Alexander (4233).

February 2009

Appointment Hours

Monday — Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Cynthia Alexander - ext.4233
Mike Cooperman - ext.2590
Kat Koziar - ext.4252

Because of other commitments that
may arise, appointments are recom-
mended.

Tech Support

For help or a new class shell,
please send an email to:
moodle@piercecollege.edu

Be sure to include your full
name, phone extension, course
name, section number, and
semester.

You may inform your students
that we now have student
moodle tech support via email
using:
onlinehelp@piercecollege.edu

Please tell them to include their
full name, course name, and
instructor name as well as a
complete description of the
problem.

Moodle Tips

Verify the accuracy of your work
prior to making a quiz/test
available to your students.

Once any student attempts a
quiz/test, you cannot add, delete,
or edit questions or answers.

Accessibility

If you use a graph or chart on your
web site, students unable to view
the chart or graph will be at a
disadvantage. To alleviate this, be
sure to summarize the item or, in the
html code, use the longdesc
attribute.




